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the full volume of my poems. As such a volume was not proposed, and as your courteous and honourable course and attitude called and call for no niggardly or hesitating response from me, I penned that authorization, and did not feel to set limits to it But abstractly and standing alone, and not read in connection with Mr C[onway]'s letter of 12 October, I see now it is far too loose, and needs distinct guarding.
I cannot and will not consent of my own volition to countenance an expurgated edition of my pieces. I have steadily refused to do so under seductive offers here in my own country, and must not do so in another country.
I feel it due to myself to write you explicitly thus, my dear Mr Rossetti, though it may seem harsh and perhaps ungenerous. Yet I rely on you to absolve me sooner or later. Could you see Mr Conway's letter of 12 October, you would, I think, more fully comprehend the integrity of my explanation.
I have to add that the points made in that letter in relation to the proposed reprint, as originally designed, exactly correspond with those on the same subject in your own late letter ; and that the kind and appreciative tone of both letters is in the highest degree gratifying, and is most cordially and affectionately responded to by me; and that the fault of sending so loose an authorization has surely been, to a large degree, my own.
And now, my friend, having set myself right on that matter, I proceed to say, on the other hand, for you arid for Mr Hotten, that, if before the arrival of this letter you have practically invested in, and accomplished or partially accomplished, any plan, even contrary to this letter, I do not expect you to abandon it, at loss of outlay etc., but shall bon&fide consider you blameless if you let it go on and be carried out as you may have arranged. It is the question of the authorization of an expurgated edition, proceeding from me, that deepest engages me. The facts of the different ways, one way or another way, in which the book may appear in England, out of influences not underf a furthes there are spirits, at the name of each, and which beats timehursday. a later date was purchased by Christina and myself.hurch; but subject difficult to me."
